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Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure Committee held this day in the 
Kitty Dancy Room, Sandhurst Community Hall Complex, Sandhurst 
commencing at 7.30pm and finishing at 9.15pm. 
 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Cllr J. Porter 
Councillors: Mrs J Bettison, P Bettison, A Blatchford, Mrs S Davenport,     
Mrs H Hill, R McKenzie, M Sanderson 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Executive Officer (Angela Carey) 
 
Non-voting representatives: 
Mrs V Crosby-Clarke (Sandhurst Residents Association) 
T Dean (Sandhurst Town Football Club) 
A Bromage (Sandhurst Tennis Club) 
F Moriarty (Sandhurst Tug of War) 
A Birch & D Chesterman (Sandhurst Cricket Club)   
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda item 1) 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from: 
Mrs E Birch (Indisposed). 
K Miah (Business). 
G Oberholzer (Business). 
(Formal apologies are only recorded for councillors, and are not recorded for 
the non-voting representatives of clubs and groups). 
 
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda item 2) 
Cllr J Porter declared an interest in agenda item 6 due to being a Borough 
Councillor and Cllr P Bettison declared an interest in agenda item 6 due to 
being the leader of BFC.  Neither Councillor will vote on this item. 
 
MINUTES OF THE LEISURE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3) 
It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and the following was 

RESOLVED 
1262 

that the minutes of the Leisure Committee meeting held on 
18 May 2017 (pages 0587-0590) be received as a true and correct record 
and that they be confirmed and signed by the Chairman.  (Unanimous) 

 
LARGE EVENTS (Agenda item 4) 
a) An update was received on the Summer of Fun event which will be 

taking place on 9th August 2017.  The Mayor of the Borough has 
requested a stand for The Firefighters Charity.  This is the charity she is 
supporting this year.  They will be bringing a vehicle to the park for 
children to explore. A request was made for volunteers to assist on the 
day.  Cllrs A Blatchford, Mrs S Davenport, J Porter and Mrs H Hill have 
offered to help. 

 
b) An update was received on the Fitness Fun Day event.  The event will 

take place on 10th September 2017.  The next working group meeting is 
on 28th July 2017, following the meeting invites will go out to all past 
participants. 

 

20th July 2017 
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MEMORIAL PARK MAINTENANCE (Agenda item 5) 
a) An update was received on the A frame climbing equipment in the park.  

This item was classed as medium risk in a recent playground inspection.  
The grounds team have installed new posts and redesigned the frame to 
ensure that the recommended rotting areas have been replaced.  The 
cost of this was £250.00.  The cost to replace the climbing frame would 
have been £3700.00.  The Council would like to thank the grounds team 
for their work. 

 
b) An update was received further to resolution 1052.  It was confirmed that 

the new trailer would be ordered imminently.  
 

c) The Green Flag Status was confirmed for 2017/18 for Shepherd 
Meadows & Sandhurst Memorial Park.  Nick Hurd and Keith Hurd have 
attended the award ceremony in recognition of their continued dedication 
to the upkeep of the park. 

 
d) STC are supporting Love Parks Week, this week by speaking to park 

users and asking them to write on the heart shaped whiteboard why they 
love the park.  Photographs are being taken (with permission) and they 
will be displayed on the website and the park noticeboard.  

 
e) An update was received on the recent vandalism at Bottom Meadow.  It 

is estimated that there has been £4500 worth of damage.  In particular 
the wiring for the security lights has been badly damaged.  It has been 
confirmed that CCTV will be installed shortly and that this is being 
sponsored by a local company.  The police have confirmed that they 
have obtained a lead through forensic evidence and will be pursuing this. 

 
f) An update was received on Pyes Acre Car Park.  STC are still awaiting 

the independent survey.  The company that supplied the crates have 
been invited to do a site visit and provide their conclusion on why the 
surface is breaking up. 

 
SUGGESTED TRANSFER OF SITES FROM BFC (Agenda item 6) 
A discussion was held concerning the suggested sites for transfer from BFC 
to STC.  Details of the sites were confirmed by the attendees of the site visit. 
Following the Town and Parish Liaison Meeting held last night it was 
announced that the current proposal from BFC is to transfer the sites on a 
leasehold agreement.  Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr A 
Blatchford and seconded by Cllr M Sanderson and the following was 

RESOLVED 
1263 

that the recommendation from the Leisure Committee to the Strategy & 
Policy Committee is to agree to take on the following sites- 
Berrybank Copse 
Evenlode Way 
Owlsmoor Woodland 
Prince Drive 
Subject to the properties being transferred on a freehold agreement.  
STC would also require missing play equipment to be replaced and up to 
date play inspections and tree inspections recommendations fully 
actioned prior to transfer. (Unanimous) 

ACTION: EO 
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FIREWORKS 2017 (Agenda item 7) 
An update was received on the fireworks working group meeting. It was 
confirmed that a £2 fee for parking on Pyes Acre will be introduced this year.  
Money will be collected off the road to avoid blocking the highway.  An 
entrance route will be marked out with cones.  Banners will be displayed 
informing the public of the charges prior to the event. 

 
FREEDOM MARCH 2018 (Agenda item 8) 
An update was given on the meeting of the working group.  The RMA, 
Thames Valley Police and Exhibition traffic management attended the 
meeting.  The road closure management was discussed and a further 
meeting will be held to finalise all of the RMAs requirements with TVP.  
Exhibition traffic management are happy with the suggested plan.  Local 
clubs are being invited to have stalls at the event and acts for the stage are 
being considered. 
 
PRESS AND PUBLICATION FORWARD PLAN (Agenda item 9) 
There were no additions requested by this meeting to the publicity and press 
forward plan. 
 
COUNCILLOR REPORTS (Agenda item 10) 
There were no councillor reports. 
 
SPORTS CLUB (Agenda item 11) 
No representative in attendance.
 
SANDHURST RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (Agenda item 12) 
Mrs V Crosby-Clarke reported that the recent AGM was well attended and 
she was pleased to see four Sandhurst Town Councillors present.  Chief 
Inspector John Donachy delivered a presentation about TVP and this was 
well received. 

 
SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

                         (Agenda item 13) 
T Dean reported that there will be no reserve team this year at Sandhurst 
Town FC.  Trials for the youth team are currently being held and there are a 
number of players coming to the club from SB&G FC.  Friendlies will start 
this weekend and the season will start during the first week in August.          
T Dean also showed the committee the cup that the youth team were 
presented with following their league win.  This will be engraved and then 
displayed in the Kitty Dancy Hall.  Cllr J Porter asked T Dean to pass on the 
congratulations from STC to his youth team. 
 
A Bromage reported that Sandhurst Tennis Club are at the height of their 
season and they are enjoying their tennis, however they are struggling to 
recruit new members due to the surface of the courts. 
 
F Moriarty reported that all of the Tug of War tournaments have been very 
successful.  Thanks were given to Nick Hurd the head groundsman for being 
so helpful and easy to work with.  It was reported that the team achieved a 
silver placing in the British Tournament and that two youth pullers have been 
selected for the England team. F Moriarty shared his concern with not being 
able to use the showers in his usual venue currently. He expressed an 
opinion that the showers available in the STC building were too expensive 
and suggested a reduction in price for his club.
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A Birch from Sandhurst Cricket Club thanked the ground staff for their 
excellent preparation of the cricket pitch and their outstanding achievement 
of The Memorial Park being ranked second in the league for its facilities.  It 
was also reported that £150 has been raised for the Help for Heroes Charity 
from shirt purchases.  A Birch also expressed thanks to the SRA for 
supporting the Cricket Club with a donation. 

 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC (Agenda Item 14) 
It was proposed by Cllr J Porter and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the 
following was  

RESOLVED 
1264 

that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960 the public and press would be excluded for discussion regarding the 
engagement, terms of service and conduct of employees where publicity 
might be prejudicial to the special nature of the business. 

 
a) A verbal update was received on the previous Health and Safety 

concerns raised about an area that is leased out.  Further to discussion it 
was proposed by Cllr J Porter and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and 
the following was  

RESOLVED 
1265 

that the showers will remain locked until the relevant certificates have 
been received by STC concerning Legionella.  

ACTION: EO 
RESOLVED 
1266 

and that other clubs currently using the shower facilities of 
leaseholder A will not receive a reduction on the costs charged by 
STC to use their shower facilities.  This is to ensure a fair and 
consistent approach across all hirers. 

ACTION: EO 
 

b) The Committee were presented with three quotes to resurface the tennis 
courts.  Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and 
seconded by Cllr M Sanderson and the following was 

RESOLVED 
1267 

that the company which provided quote C would be chosen to undertake 
the resurfacing work and that the practise wall would be obtained directly 
from the supplier. 

ACTION: EO 
c) The Committee were informed of the serious allegations made by 

leaseholder A.  Further to discussion it was proposed by Cllr J Porter 
and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Bettison and the following was  

RESOLVED 
1268 

that a meeting would be called with the relevant parties to discuss 
matters further. 

ACTION: EO 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING (Procedural item) 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 21 September 2017. 

 
SIGNED AND DATED BY 

CHAIRMAN

 


